
BIG QUESTIONS
GAME

RETHINKING NARRATIVES

UNIQUE CARDS
XX

Let’s open up our imaginations around what could be. Throughout our lives,
we are often taught certain narratives that may or may not be true. Use this
activity to help students explore common narratives and push their thinking
about how opposing forces might actually be complementary. This is a great
game as part of our “How to Citizen” series. 

OVERVIEW

DIRECTIONS

Step 1: Select a panel of 2 or more judges (you can act as a judge as well).

Step 2: Divide the class into groups of 2-4 people

Step 3: Present a card to the class. Put the timer on for 5 minutes. Each card
has a common narrative that puts these forces as opposing. Each group
needs to imagine what these forces might look like when combined. Groups
have to draw how these elements could be combined to be complementary. 

Step 4: Each group has 1 min to present their drawing to the judges.

Step 5: Judges give a point to their favorite idea based on....

Step 6: Repeat game for as many rounds as time allows. The team with most
points wins. 



ECONOMY VS
VALUES

ECONOMY VS
NATURE

BE SINCERE & HAVE FUN

HONESTY VS
POLITCIANS

JOB READINESS VS
EDUCATION

BUSINESS VS
BIOLOGY

HOW MIGHT WE ACHIVE GOOD
PUBLIC HEALTH AND A STRONG

ECONOMY?

HEALTH VS
WEALTH

TECHNOLOGY VS
ETHICS

DATA VS PRIVACY

RETHINKING NARRATIVES

WHAT IF WE USED OTHER
INDICATORS BESIDES GDP TO

MEASURE SUCCESS?

WHAT IF A CAREER IN POLITICS
WAS ASSOCIATED WITH

POSITIVITY?

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

WHAT IF TECHNOLOGY WAS USED
TO ‘DO GOOD’?

WHAT IF WE RECOGNIZED
NATURE IN HOW OUR ECONOMY

FUCNTIONS?

WHAT IF SCHOOLS PROVIDED
MORE PATHWAYS FOR
MEANINGFUL WORK?

WHAT IF WE USED DATA FOR
SOCIAL GOOD?

EQUITY VS
TRADITION

WHAT IF WE OPENED OUR
HEARTS TO MORE PEOPLE AND

EXPERIENCES?

WHAT IF WE COMBINED THESE
EFFORTS TO CHANGE HOW WE

PRODUCE THINGS?



Step 6: Have a short debriefing talk about the experience.

Step 7 (optional): Each team tries to find a real-world example which demonstrates
the simultaneous presence of all three of their sketches. As a backup, if your
students struggle to find examples, you can prepare a few if you group the cards in
advance (and thus know which combinations the groups will have).

UNIQUE CARDS
24?

Let's open up our imaginations to consider new possibilities. Throughout our lives,
we often learn certain stories that may or may not be accurate. Use this activity to
encourage students to examine common narratives and expand their thinking
about how opposing forces can actually complement each other. This is game is a
part of our "How to Citizen" series.

OVERVIEW

DIRECTIONS
Step 1: Divide the class into groups of 2-4 people. Provide instructions and
announce that you will be acting as a “judge.”

Step 2: Present a card to each group - it can be the same or different card. Each
card shows two concepts that are usually presented as opposing forces. The
question below asks how we might bridge together these concepts and create a
new common narrative around these topics. Set the timer to 5 minutes: each group
has to imagine how these forces might work together when combined. Groups then
create a quick sketch of their favourite idea of how these elements could be
combined to be complementary (they can do it in any way they see fit - text,
drawings, etc.). When the timer is up, they stop.

Step 3: Each group has 1 minute to present their sketch and explain it to the “judge.”

Step 4: The “judge” awards each group with up to three points. Evaluate every
sketch that demonstrates the most:

creativity
impact
logic

Give one point for each sufficiently present aspect. Make sure to award at least one
point per group (and not leave anyone at zero), if possible.

Step 5: Repeat the game for three rounds, handing out a new set of cards each
time. The team with the most points wins. Think of a symbolic reward for the
team(s) that win.

AGE GROUP
14+



ECONOMY VS.
VALUES

ECONOMY VS.
NATURE

BE SINCERE & HAVE FUN

JOB READINESS VS.
EDUCATION

BUSINESS VS.
ECOLOGY

HOW MIGHT WE ACHIVE GOOD
PUBLIC HEALTH AND A STRONG

ECONOMY?

HEALTH VS.
WEALTH

TECHNOLOGY VS.
ETHICS

DATA VS. PRIVACY

RETHINKING NARRATIVES

WHAT IF WE USED OTHER
INDICATORS BESIDES GDP TO

MEASURE SUCCESS?

RETHINKING NARRATIVES

HONESTY VS.
POLITCIANS

WHAT IF A CAREER IN POLITICS
WAS ASSOCIATED WITH

POSITIVITY?

RETHINKING NARRATIVES

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

WHAT IF TECHNOLOGY WAS USED
TO DO GOOD?

WHAT IF WE RECOGNIZED
NATURE IN HOW OUR ECONOMY

FUNCTIONS?

WHAT IF SCHOOLS PROVIDED
MORE PATHWAYS FOR
MEANINGFUL WORK?

WHAT IF WE USED DATA FOR
SOCIAL GOOD?

EQUITY VS.
TRADITION

WHAT IF WE OPENED OUR
HEARTS TO MORE PEOPLE AND

EXPERIENCES?

WHAT IF WE COMBINED EFFORTS
TO CHANGE HOW WE PRODUCE

THINGS?

NO CONTENT CHANGE, JUST TYPOS AND LIGHT EDITING.

POWER VS.
RESPONSIBILITY

WHAT IF ALL WHO HELD POWER
WERE DEEPLY COMMITTED TO

THEIR CIVIC RESPONSIBILITIES?

ALTERNATIVE:



CULTURAL
HERITAGE VS.

MODERNIZATION

JUSTICE VS. MERCY

BE SINCERE & HAVE FUN

GLOBALIZATION
VS. LOCALISM

PRIVACY VS.
TRANSPARENCY

URBANIZATION VS.
RURAL LIFE

WHAT SECURITY MEASURES CAN
EXIST WITHOUT THE

PROHIBITIONS OF FREEDOMS?

FREEDOM VS.
SECURITY

PROGRESS VS.
SUSTAINABILITY

COMPETITION VS.
COLLABORATION

RETHINKING NARRATIVES

HOW CAN TRADITIONAL VALUES
BE PRESERVED WHILE ALSO

OPENING WAYS TO PROGRESS?

WHAT IF GLOBAL COOPERATION
STRENGTHENED LOCAL

COMMUNITIES?

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

HOW CAN WE PRESERVE
SUSTAINABILITY WHILE

ADVANCING TECHNOLOGY AND
DEMAND?

(TO WHAT DEGREE) COULD OUR
JUSTICE SYSTEMS BETTER
BALANCE FAIRNESS AND

COMPASSION?

COULD WE PROTECT PERSONAL
PRIVACY WHILE PROMOTING
OPENNESS IN GOVERNANCE?

WHAT IF ENTERPRISES OPERATED
IN WAYS THAT FOSTERED

COOPERATION AND SHARED
SUCCESS?

GROWTH VS.
REGULATION

HOW CAN BUSINESSES THRIVE IN
WAYS THAT PEOPLE AND PLANET

ARE PROTECTED?

COULD CITIES AND RURAL AREAS
STRENGHTEN EACH OTHER

THROUGH COLLABORATION AND
URBAN PLANNING?

ADDITIONAL IDEAS



SCIENCE VS.
SPIRITUALITY

SOCIAL MEDIA VS.
MENTAL HEALTH

BE SINCERE & HAVE FUN

WEALTH VS.
EQUITY

HEROES VS.
ORDINARY PEOPLE

CIVIL
DISOBEDIENCE VS.

ORDER

CAN PEOPLE PURSUE PERSONAL
AMBITION WHILE CONTRIBUTING

TO THE GREATED GOOD?

INDIVIDUALISM VS.
COMMUNITY

DEMOCRACY VS.
EFFICIENCY

PRESERVATION VS.
INNOVATION

RETHINKING NARRATIVES

WHAT IF SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES
AND SPIRITUAL BELIEFS ENRICHED

EACH OTHER?

HOW COULD ACCUMULATING
WEALTH LEAD TO MORE
EQUITABLE SOCIETIES?

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES RETHINKING NARRATIVES

HOW COULD DEMOCRACY BE
STREAMLINED TO BE MORE

PARTICIPATORY, AND YET ALSO
MORE EFFICIENT?

COULD SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS
HELP US IMPROVE OUR MENTAL

WELL-BEING?

WHAT IF HISTORY FOCUSED
EQUALLY ON THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF EVERYDAY PEOPLE AND THOSE

OF THE FAMOUS?

HOW CAN HISTORICAL HERITAGE
REMAIN PRESERVED WHILE ALSO

PROVIDING WAYS TO NEW
DEVELOPMENTS?

FREEDOM VS.
ACCOUNTABILITY

WHERE IS THE BALANCE
BETWEEN HUMAN RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARDS

OTHERS?

WHAT IF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
WAS RESPECTED AS A LEGITIMATE

FORM OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
WITHOUT DISRUPTING SOCIAL

ORDER?

MORE IDEAS



To do:
Make hi-contrast cards for the visually impaired?
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Overview
Let's open up our imaginations to consider new possibilities.
Throughout our lives, we often learn certain stories that may or may
not be accurate. Use this activity to encourage students to examine
common narratives and expand their thinking about how opposing
forces can actually complement each other.

Instructions
Step 1: Divide the class into groups of 2-4 people. Provide
instructions and announce that you will be acting as a “judge.”

Step 2: Present a card to each group - it can be the same or different
card. Each card shows two concepts that are usually presented as
opposing forces. The question below asks how we might bridge
together these concepts and create a new common narrative around
these topics. Set the timer to 5 minutes: each group has to imagine
how these forces might work together when combined. Groups then
create a quick sketch of their favourite idea of how these elements
could be combined to be complementary (they can do it in any way
they see fit - text, drawings, etc.). When the timer is up, they stop.

Step 3: Each group has 1 minute to present their sketch and explain it
to the “judge.”

Step 4: The “judge” awards each group with up to three points.
Evaluate every sketch that demonstrates the most:

creativity
impact
logic

Give one point for each sufficiently present aspect. Make sure to
award at least one point per group (and not leave anyone at zero), if
possible.

Step 5: Repeat the game for three rounds, handing out a new set of
cards each time. The team with the most points wins. Think of a
symbolic reward for the team(s) that win.

Step 6: Have a short debriefing talk about the experience.

Step 7 (optional): Each team tries to find a real-world example
which demonstrates the simultaneous presence of all three of their
sketches. As a backup, if your students struggle to find examples, you
can prepare a few if you group the cards in advance (and thus know
which combinations the groups will have).



Big Question

Technology
vs. 

Ethics
What if technology

was used to do
good?

Big Question

Health 
vs. 

Wealth
How might we
achieve good

public health and a
strong economy?

Big Question

Data 
vs. 

Privacy
What if we used
data for social

good?

Big Question

Economy 
vs.

Values
What if we used
other indicators
besides GDP to

measure success?

Big Question

Honesty 
vs.

Politicians
What if a career in

politics was
associated with

positivity?

Big Question

Economy
vs.

Nature
What if we

recognised nature
in how our economy

functions?

Big Question

Business 
vs. 

Ecology
What if we

combined efforts to
change how we
produce things?

Big Question

Job
Readiness

vs.
Education
What if schools
provided more
pathways for

meaningful work?

Big Question

Equity 
vs.

Tradition
What if we opened
our hearts to more

people and
experiences?



Big Question

Progress 
vs.

Sustainability

How can we preserve
sustainability while

advancing technology
and demand?

Freedom 
vs. 

Security
What security

measures can exist
without the

prohibitions of
freedoms?

Big Question

Big Question

Competition
vs.

Collaboration
What if enterprises
operated in ways

that fostered
cooperation and
shared success?

Big Question

Globalisation
vs. 

Localism
What if global

cooperation
strengthened local

communities?

Big Question

Justice 
vs. 

Mercy
(To what degree)
could our justice
systems better

balance fairness
and compassion?

Big Question

Urbanisation
vs.

Rural Life
Could cities and

rural areas
strengthen each
other through

collaboration and
urban planning?

Big Question

Privacy 
vs.

Transparency
Could we protect
personal privacy
while promoting

openness in
governance?

Big Question

Growth
vs.

Regulation
How can businesses
thrive in ways that

people and the
planet are
protected?

Big Question

Cultural
Heritage 

vs.
Modernisation
How can traditional
values be preserved
while also opening
ways to progress?



Big Question

Democracy
vs.

Efficiency
How could

democracy be
streamlined to be

more participatory,
and yet also more

efficient?

Big Question

Individualism
vs.

Community
Can people pursue
personal ambition
while contributing

to the greater
good?

Big Question

Preservation
vs.

Innovation
How can historical

heritage remain
preserved while

also providing ways
to new

developments?

Big Question

Wealth
vs.

Equity
How could

accumulating
wealth lead to more

equitable
societies?

Big Question

Social Media
vs.

Mental Health

Could social media
platforms help us

improve our mental
well-being?

Big Question

Civil
Disobedience

vs.
Order

What if civil
disobedience was

respected as a
legitimate form of
civic engagement
without disrupting

social order?

Big Question

Heroes
vs.

Ordinary
People

What if history
focused equally on
the achievements of

everyday people
and those of the

famous?

Big Question

Freedom
vs.

Accountability
Where is the

balance between
human rights and
responsibilities
towards others?

Big Question

Science
vs.

Spirituality
What if scientific
discoveries and
spiritual beliefs
enriched each

other?
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27
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Overview
Let's open up our imaginations to consider new possibilities.
Throughout our lives, we often learn certain stories that may or may
not be accurate. Use this activity to encourage students to examine
common narratives and expand their thinking about how opposing
forces can actually complement each other.

Instructions
Step 1: Divide the class into groups of 2-4 people. Provide
instructions and announce that you will be acting as a “judge.”

Step 2: Present a card to each group - it can be the same or different
card. Each card shows two concepts that are usually presented as
opposing forces. The question below asks how we might bridge
together these concepts and create a new common narrative around
these topics. Set the timer to 5 minutes: each group has to imagine
how these forces might work together when combined. Groups then
create a quick sketch of their favourite idea of how these elements
could be combined to be complementary (they can do it in any way
they see fit - text, drawings, etc.). When the timer is up, they stop.

Step 3: Each group has 1 minute to present their sketch and explain it
to the “judge.”

Step 4: The “judge” awards each group with up to three points.
Evaluate every sketch that demonstrates the most:

creativity
impact
logic

Give one point for each sufficiently present aspect. Make sure to
award at least one point per group (and not leave anyone at zero), if
possible.

Step 5: Repeat the game for three rounds, handing out a new set of
cards each time. The team with the most points wins. Think of a
symbolic reward for the team(s) that win.

Step 6: Have a short debriefing talk about the experience.

Step 7 (optional): Each team tries to find a real-world example
which demonstrates the simultaneous presence of all three of their
sketches. As a backup, if your students struggle to find examples, you
can prepare a few if you group the cards in advance (and thus know
which combinations the groups will have).



Big Question

Technology
vs. 

Ethics
What if technology

was used to do
good?

Big Question

Health 
vs. 

Wealth
How might we
achieve good

public health and a
strong economy?

Big Question

Data 
vs. 

Privacy
What if we used
data for social

good?

Big Question

Economy 
vs.

Values
What if we used
other indicators
besides GDP to

measure success?

Big Question

Honesty 
vs.

Politicians
What if a career in

politics was
associated with

positivity?

Big Question

Economy
vs.

Nature
What if we

recognised nature
in how our economy

functions?

Big Question

Business 
vs. 

Ecology
What if we

combined efforts to
change how we
produce things?

Big Question

Job
Readiness

vs.
Education
What if schools
provided more
pathways for

meaningful work?

Equity 
vs.

Tradition

Big Question

What if we opened
our hearts to more

people and
experiences?



Big Question

Progress 
vs.

Sustainability

How can we preserve
sustainability while

advancing technology
and demand?

Freedom 
vs. 

Security
What security

measures can exist
without the

prohibitions of
freedoms?

Big Question

Big Question

Competition
vs.

Collaboration
What if enterprises
operated in ways

that fostered
cooperation and
shared success?

Big Question

Globalisation
vs. 

Localism
What if global

cooperation
strengthened local

communities?

Big Question

Justice 
vs. 

Mercy
(To what degree)
could our justice
systems better

balance fairness
and compassion?

Big Question

Urbanisation
vs.

Rural Life
Could cities and

rural areas
strengthen each
other through

collaboration and
urban planning?

Big Question

Privacy 
vs.

Transparency
Could we protect
personal privacy
while promoting

openness in
governance?

Growth
vs.

Regulation

Big Question

How can businesses
thrive in ways that

people and the
planet are
protected?

Big Question

Cultural
Heritage 

vs.
Modernisation
How can traditional
values be preserved
while also opening
ways to progress?



Big Question

Democracy
vs.

Efficiency
How could

democracy be
streamlined to be

more participatory,
and yet also more

efficient?

Big Question

Individualism
vs.

Community
Can people pursue
personal ambition
while contributing

to the greater
good?

Big Question

Preservation
vs.

Innovation
How can historical

heritage remain
preserved while

also providing ways
to new

developments?

Big Question

Wealth
vs.

Equity
How could

accumulating
wealth lead to more

equitable
societies?

Big Question

Social Media
vs.

Mental Health

Could social media
platforms help us

improve our mental
well-being?

Big Question

Civil
Disobedience

vs.
Order

What if civil
disobedience was

respected as a
legitimate form of
civic engagement
without disrupting

social order?

Big Question

Heroes
vs.

Ordinary
People

What if history
focused equally on
the achievements of

everyday people
and those of the

famous?

Big Question

Freedom
vs.

Accountability
Where is the

balance between
human rights and
responsibilities
towards others?

Big Question

Science
vs.

Spirituality
What if scientific
discoveries and
spiritual beliefs
enriched each

other?


